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ACCESS ALERT 
Tolerances for Surface Slope and Smoothness  
 
The Federal Access Board is sponsoring a project to develop guidance on 
construction tolerances, particularly those pertaining to the slope, flatness, and 
smoothness of ground and floor surfaces. A recent workshop identified strategies 
and considerations for developing guidance on this issue.  Papers presented at 
the workshop addressed design issues, construction considerations, and findings 
from a study of the physical effects of wheelchair travel over uneven surfaces.  

You can read them by following the links below: 

• Initiative on Dimensional Tolerances in Construction Surface Compliance 
Design Issues   (http://www.access-
board.gov/research/tolerances/design.htm ) 

• Constructability Considerations in Walking/ Rolling Surfaces  
(http://www.access-board.gov/research/tolerances/construction.htm ) 

• Longitudinal Assessment of Vibrations During Manual and Electric Powered 
Wheelchair Driving Over Selected Sidewalk Surfaces  (http://www.access-
board.gov/research/tolerances/vibration-research.htm ) 

 
While currently focused on exterior routes (including ramps), this project will also 
explore tolerances for other types of construction.  Additional information on this 
project is posted on the Board�s website (http://www.access-
board.gov/news/tolerances-workshop.htm ). 

 

Have you ordered your 2007 At-A-Glance Guide? 

Throw away your outdated, 2003 guide, and replace it with the updated 2007 AT-
A-GLANCE GUIDE to the AAB, ADAAG, and (new in this edition) FHA. At last, a 
single reference that tells you which accessible design standards apply to your 
project, and which are more stringent. No more leafing through three, large code 
references. You only need one � the 2007 AT-A-GLANCE GUIDE to the AAB, 
ADAAG, and FHA.  

To get your 2007 AT-A-GLANCE GUIDE just download and complete our pdf order 
form. With questions about your order, contact Julie Garland-Powers.  

 

Kessler McGuinness & Associates, LLC, is a nationally known firm that specializes in accessibility compliance 
planning through access audits, access master plans, architectural plan review, accessible design review 
protocols, training and resource development.  We also serve as expert witnesses for plaintiffs and 
defendants. Clients include airports, commercial property owners, educational institutions, government 
agencies, architects, and attorneys.   


